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Department of Human Services Penrose Picnic
Relocated to Penrose
Saturday, September 18
The Arlington Dept. of Human Services (DHS) successfully moved into the Sequoia Plaza location (near the
Courthouse Rd. and Second St. S. intersection) over the
summer. Services include Aging and Disability, Social
Services, Adult Protective Services, Childhood Family Services, Foster Care, Volunteer Arlington, Public
Health, Housing Bureau, Public Assistance, Economic
Assistance, and Employment Center. Programs and services will continue to be provided at the Drewry Center (Behavioral Healthcare Div.) on George Mason Dr.
and the Fenwick Center (Public Health Div.) located
next to the Columbia Pike library. We also have the
Madison Adult Day Health Care Center nearby at the
Walter Reed Community Center. Even more DHS facilities are located in Ballston for long-term mental services and cognitive disabilities. Check out their website
for more details on the myriad of services provided:
http://www.arlingtonva.us/depar tments/
HumanServices/HumanServicesMain.aspx

Come one, come all to Penrose Park for the big neighborhood event of the year! See old friends and meet new
ones! As usual, burger, hotdogs, and drinks will be free.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grilling will
start about 4:00 pm, with food expected about 5:00 pm.
Bring your checkbook or cash for your yearly neighborhood association dues ($10 for single, $20 for family) and get extra tickets for the raffle! There will be a
moon-bounce for the kids and live music from our own
local band starting around 5:30 pm, The Curbfeelers!
Check them out at http://www.thecurbfeelers.com/ n

Patty Durham (DHS), Steve Del Giudice (Transportation
Planning, DES), and Wayne Wentz (Traffic Engineercontinued on page 4

Penrose Calendar
Sept 18: (Saturday) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Fall
Picnic at Penrose Park (4:00–7:00 pm)
Sep 21: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly
Meeting (7:30 pm)

BEFORE…

Oct 19: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly
Meeting—Elections (7:30 pm)
Nov 16: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly
Meeting (7:30 pm)
Dec TBD: Cookie exchange (date & time in the works…)
Jan 18: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly
Meeting (7:30 pm)
Feb 15: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly
Meeting (7:30 pm)
We meet at the Trinity Episcopal Church (Children’s Center entrance) at the corner of S. Wayne St. and Columbia Pike.
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AFTER!
100-year-old elm tree at 8th and S. Wayne was cut down to
make way for new houses. See story on page 5.
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Penrose Neighborhood Updates…
Penrose elections coming at Oct. 19 meeting
Penrose Neighborhood Assn. annual elections will be held at the
Oct. 19 meeting. All the positions serve for one year: president, vice
president, secretary and treasurer.
Members in good standing (i.e., those who’ve paid yearly dues) can
vote. Yes, it’s a thinly veiled attempt to raise funds to help support
our free picnic, softball game and other events! Dues are only $20
per household or $10 for a single person. The association manages
to operate on a shoestring budget, but we need a tad more string.
Interested in volunteering, but have limited time? The following
committees need some additional hands, even just for an hour or
two: Green Space, Identity and Image (history, social events, marketing), County Services and Education. Also, representatives are
needed to these outside groups: Residential Program Center, Civic
Federation, Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization, and Neighborhood Conservation Committee.

TOP NAME BRANDS

YOU

Butler Holmes Park is happening!
Butler Holmes Park renovation starts in the Oct./Nov. 2010 timeframe. Features will include a novel rope climbing structure, which
evokes the historic radio towers where the first successful transatlantic voice communication took place in 1915. Phase I provides:
meandering asphalt walkway; new entrance and sign; school age
play area with 32’ net climber, 10’ swings, spinner, safety surfacing,
6” concrete curb, and benches; and Pavilion with a metal roof, trash
and recycling receptacles, accessible picnic tables, and planted area.
Trees will be added to help screen noise. The playing field grading
and tot lot will be built in future based on Neighborhood Conservation funding. Check out our Penrose website for the final plans and
playground features:
http://www.on-the-pike.com/penrose/projects.html

Columbia Pike Library stays in walking distance
Arlington County presented the plan to close the Columbia Pike
branch on June 16 at the Arlington Career Center. Over 350 people
came out to support the existing library. Folks who normally do not
participate in community events were out and meeting neighbors.
Children spoke during the meeting, to a large crowd (some adults
can’t do that!). They (the kids) participated instead of just getting sad
about a resource being taken away. They witnessed Arlington County staff spending their evening with the neighborhoods to present
the situation and answer questions instead of a quiet night at home
with family. (One of the staff even attended a previous meeting with
the Columbia Pike Presidents on her birthday!) They heard recent
immigrants thanking the county for the English as a Second Language and exercise classes at Arlington Mill and Walter Reed Community Centers.
Folks from all communities (Arlington county staff, school, neighbors, volunteers, library, young, old, recent immigrants, long term
residents, those w/internet access, those without internet and computer access, etc.) participated. We all came together to talk about a
beloved resource. The proposal was withdrawn June 18, 2010, by Arlington County staff based on community outcry, organization, and
solid facts. Columbia Pike library remains within walking distance
of Penrose neighborhood due to community activism. n
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CHARLIE CAMPBELL
(703) 536-5933

•Non- Profit – all donated materials tax deductible
• Selling used /new quality building materials at 50%
discount or more
•Installation of new and reclaimed hardwood flooring
•Energy audits, home weatherization and air sealing
6625-B Iron Place | Springfield, VA 22151 | 703.658.8840

www.rebuildwarehouse.org
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Stray Cats 101
by Lori Burkhart

If you think there aren’t many stray cats in our neighborhood, you’d
be surprised. Penrose hosts some very feral (wild) cats that come out
only at night. The camera I set up on my porch to see their comings
and goings has revealed a population I never saw before.
I have been rescuing cats for years and have helped out some Penrose neighbors with strays. About five years ago I realized there was
a long-haired black cat staring through my fence on S. Veitch St. and
that it needed help. Many people don’t want to take cats to shelters
where there is a chance of euthanasia, but would rather take the
animals to no-kill rescues. There is always a waiting list to get cats
into rescues, so the willingness to provide food and shelter during
the wait is very helpful. That black cat has a great home now.
But then I saw another black cat and realized this one was feral and
could not be rescued in the traditional sense of being brought inside
to live. These feral cats present a different set of issues for rescuers: nobody wants them. All one can do is trap-neuter-return. That
means we trap the cat in a humane cage and take it to a clinic where
males are neutered, females are spayed and all are vaccinated. The
tip of one ear is cut off to indicate that the cat is not capable of reproducing and has had its shots. The animal then is released where

it was caught and the human caretaker provides food, water and
shelter. If kittens are involved, they need to be brought inside as
soon as they are big enough to leave their mothers in order to be socialized toward humans, so they can be adopted when old enough.
The wild black cat, whom I named Happy Jack, became the first feral
cat that I took care of and fed every day on my front porch. Threeand-a-half years ago he was joined by Maxine, a black-and-white
cat so feral, she only comes out at night. I only knew she existed because of the porch camera (which wirelessly sends images to my TV).
It was also the camera that led me to Hamburger. One night on the
screen, I saw a grey tabby cat wearing a collar with a bone-shaped
ID tag. For days I tried to get near him, with no luck. Cats that have
been lost a long time often start acting feral and will not come near
humans. I placed an ad on Craigslist, and within two days, I had a
reply from two women about four blocks away who had given up
on ever finding their beloved Hamburger. He was afraid and would
not come near them. I had to trap Hamburger, but he made it home
safely after about four months of living outside.
Remember, the only way to stop the feral cat cycle is to spay and
neuter. And if you love cats, I have two sweet kittens available for
adoption. Contact me at lori3144@verizon.net. n

Please support our advertisers!

TM

No minimun balance requirements.
No monthly service fee.
Only $50 to open.
FREE Online Banking
FREE Unlimited Online Bill Payments
FREE ATM/Check Card

bankwithunited.com
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Mary Marshall House
Construction Underway
Construction is underway for the Mary Marshall House, located
at 2000 South 5th Street via a partnership between Arlington
County Department of Human Services (DHS) and Volunteers of
America National Services. It will be home to 52 low-income seniors with physical and/or mental disabilities needing assistance
with activities of daily living. DHS will refer residents to the facility
from its current client population. Residents will retain the assistance of their current case workers and/or social workers. Per the
April 2010 presentation by Kevin White, Development Director at
VoA, residents will not include severe Alzheimer patients.

The project is funded by a mix of sources include a grant by the
US Department of Housing and Urban Development for Assisted Living Conversion ($6.47m), the Commonwealth of Virginia
($1.7m), Arlington County (gifted property to VoA), Volunteers of
America, and Enterprise ($50k). Arlington County will contribute
approximately $1.2m yearly for operations costs. n

Andy’s Home Improvements
No Job Too Small

6829 SILVER ANN DRIVE
LORTON, VA 22079
(703) 550-9390

The addition is being built in the rear of the property, which faces
Washington Boulevard. The kitchen, dining room, and common
areas will be expanded. The existing building will also receive significant upgrades to the building systems, accessibility, general
layout, and energy efficiency.

KINNETT

ANDY CASHMAN, Owner
Licensed and Insured

ARLINGTON ANIMAL HOSPITAL

408 S. Adams St.
Arlington, VA 22204

Established 1938

PLUMBING, Inc.

Doctors hours by appointment

Tommy Kinnett

Master Plumber
Master Gas Fitter

703-979-5000

FREDERICK B. JONES, D.V.M.
KAY YOUNG, D.V.M.

Licensed and Insured

2624 Columbia Pike
Arlington, VA 22204
Telephone: (703) 920-5300
Fax: (703) 685-8860
www.myarlingtonvet.com

Department of Human Services in Penrose…
continued from page 1

ing & Operations, DES) spoke at the Aug. 17 Penrose
Neighborhood Assn. meeting regarding services available. Working hours for most employees and standard
service hours are 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., with some additional
services available after hours. Clients have 50 free reserved parking spots, with a total of 500 parking spaces
for DHS. Additional 12-hour metered spaces are available behind the building.
Why did they move here? The Penrose location has a
cheaper lease and closer location for the client base
than the old Clarendon location. The 13-year lease has
options for additional space and time, depending upon
county needs in the future. The new facility includes a
conference center.

Transportation improvements…
To improve accessibility, additional bus service via ART
lines 77 (Shirlington to Courthouse) and 45 (Col. Pike at
Four Mile Run to Rosslyn) were added in the past year.
The DC Circulator bus will be expanding into Rosslyn,
as well! The old blue bus run by the Georgetown and
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Rosslyn Business Improvement Districts will be stopped
once the new service begins.
During the meeting, we also discussed the Washington Blvd. bridge renovation coming in the next 12
months. Control of Columbia Pike is expected to be
handed over from VDOT to Arlington Co. as of Oct. 1,
pending a Commonwealth Transportation Board decision. Unfortunately, the terrible intersection at Rt. 50,
Washington Blvd. and Courthouse Rd. is not slated for
any improvements. The main roads belong to VDOT,
so the county cannot put up stop signs or otherwise
change the flow. The Sequoia Plaza project is not a new
construction, so the traffic patterns are not considered
for study. However, Wayne did say that they would take
a look. He also noted that the intersection is not listed
as one of the most dangerous in the county—Lee Hwy.
at Westmoreland and Glebe at Washington Blvd. take
that dubious honor.
For more information on the various programs along
Columbia Pike: http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/
EnvironmentalServices/dot/planning/page66674.aspx/ n
Page 4

Farewell to 100-year-old elm
tree at 8th & Wayne
by Terri Armao

It is very hard to write this, in part because I called and wrote
to so many people in various Arlington County offices, and
although some were sympathetic, none were compelled to help
us save the 100-year-old elm tree. The massive tree on the corner of 8th and S. Wayne was cut down last month to make way
for new houses going up on the now-cleared lot. (See photos
on page 1)
The majestic elm stood sentry on 8th St. before any of us were
even born. It provided shade to three houses, released oxygen
into the atmosphere and helped control standing water and
runoff. Countless generations of robins, blue jays, blackbirds,
cardinals and squirrels nested and grew in the protection of
its leaves and limbs. As the human population grows, you can
easily look into the future and guess that our footprint will
leave no room for any other species to survive and flourish.
Then what will be our fate?
Many large trees are being killed to make way for houses, commercial buildings and multi-unit dwellings. In Penrose alone,
there are three new, large mixed-use developments. Penrose
neighbor Margaret Alvord-Straubs counts a number of recent
projects that removed mature trees: the Myerton apartments
on S. Courthouse, the new senior center, the Giant/Safeway
tear-down, the bike trail near Courthouse and Washington
Blvd.
In encouraging high density, county law allows mature trees to
be removed and in theory replaced by similar trees. The reality
is that once these large trees are felled and buildings occupy
much of the land, there is no room for oaks, sycamores, or
elms...so the trees are replaced with crape myrtles, redbuds,
dogwoods, etc. As we know, one tree does not replace another.
The fate of the old elm tree upset many neighbors in the Penrose community. Many of us called county officials or the developer, Mike Albrittain of Dittmar Realty Group in Vienna.
The short-sightedness of the developer is that he sees the value

More notable dates in Penrose:
October/November 2010: Butler Holmes Park renovation expected to start
February 2011: DISA staff at the Courthouse Road
facility scheduled to move out
May 2011: Giant grocery store expected to open
July 2011: Penrose Square Park construction expected to start
July 2011: Mary Marshall House scheduled to open
August 2011: Dept. of Navy scheduled to move in at
Courthouse Road
Summer 2011: Butler Holmes Park expected to open
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of the land only in terms of square footage, not in the diversity
of life that keeps the land rich.
One of my many unsuccessful calls went to Arlington County
Parks & Recreation, Land Acquisition Program, which acknowledged that the county is in need of more green space.
(It was my hope that the county could intervene and possibly
acquire the property for use as a park.) Another wasted effort
was trying to get a Notable Tree designation for the elm. That
strategy proved to be a dead end, as the property owner has to
nominate the tree.
According to Jeff Harn of Arlington’s Environmental Management Bureau, the county has limited authority to prevent lot
clearing like that at 8th and Wayne, because Virginia law prohibits local ordinances that are not specifically authorized by
state legislation. “The project at 800 S. Wayne St. is not located
in a Resource Protection area and the project has complied
with all existing ordinances, including all requirements under
the Zoning Ordinance,” Harn wrote in an e-mail.
“Please note that the county is not authorized by the state to
require protection of any particular trees on private property,”
he added, “and therefore is unable to prevent removal of trees
that a property owner deems necessary to use their property
for purposes allowed by the zoning ordinance or any other local ordinances. This is a very different situation than is found in
many localities that have stronger tree protection ordinances,
like Pasadena [Calif.], which are often located in states with
strong local home rule authority. Many bills have been proposed to the Virginia General Assembly to increase local authority to adopt stricter tree protection ordinances, but these
efforts have not been successful.”
Other communities have much stronger tree ordinances than
Arlington does. Hilton Head, SC, preserves its trees on private
property and public land. When I was there, I was amazed that
the parking lots are full of really large shade trees. It doesn’t
matter where you park your car, there is always shade. I suggest
that we adopt a similar preservation attitude and not be complacent but instead push, encourage and motivate our elected
officials, developers and property owners to take care of the
richness and diversity of the land and its inhabitants. n

Penrose artists…

Love Lake Wobegon Days or Garrison Keillor productions on
NPR? If so you will enjoy a visit to neighbor Nancy Camp’s
website at http://www.nancycamp.com. Nancy is an actor
who specializes in voiceover, which is the art of acting without
gesture or facial expression—just voice. You’ve likely heard her
voice on a PBS documentary, a Smithsonian Institution exhibition or perhaps a radio commercial or children’s audiobook.
When not in a recording booth, she is also an award winning
scriptwriter and documentary producer. Pull up a chair around
the Campfire. You will have fun listening to the noises of the
jungle, the beating of the drums and the many characters she
creates. Just watch out for the critters with large teeth. n
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To advertise in the newsletter, contact Judy Morse at
703-521-0595 or by email at judymorse@mac.com.
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For up-to-date information,
visit Penrose on the web at:
http://www.on-the-pike.com/penrose
Subscribe to the Penrose email list at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/penrose

Penrose Neighborhood Association Membership Form
Yearly dues: $20/family or $10/one-adult household per calendar year
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________ ST ___________ Zip___________________
Phone: Home _________________________________Work______________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________
o New

o Renewal

o $20 family

o $10/one-adult household

o Additional support for Penrose Neighborhood

$_______________

I would like to help my neighborhood by becoming involved in the following areas:

o Newsletter production o Newsletter distribution o Committee _________________________
o Neighborhood conservation o Social/Picnic Organization o Other

Make checks payable to “Penrose Neighborhood Association”
Mail to: Bob Schaaf, Treasurer, 309 S. Veitch St., Arlington, VA 22204
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