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Newsletter of the Penrose Neighborhood Association

Free Tree Program
is Back!
Penrose signed up
for another round of
the best kind of tree
program—experts
help you with the selection, proper location, and even dig the
hole! All you have to
do is have the space
and commit to caring, watering and feeding the new tree. The Tree
Canopy Fund has an amazing selection, ranging
from towering oaks, bright maples, holiday hollys, other evergreens and smaller flowering trees
(dogwoods and redbuds). Check out the site for a
complete listing.
All trees must be planted on private property
(grounds of private houses, apartment buildings,
condominiums, churches, etc.), and not on public
property (public schools, military or government
grounds). Penrose has one of the lowest tree canopy coverage rates in the county and it dropped
even further with recent developments. Help to
restore the tree canopy to provide shelter for the
critters, and help with your electricity bills in the
summer with shade!
Give a shout to our tree coordinator extraordinaire, Margaret of Veitch Street, before the end of May to sign up for your tree.
Email Margaret at alvordstraubs@verizon.net or
call 703-892-5221 (leave a message).
http://arlingtonenvironment.ipage.com/community-action/
trees/ n

Judy Morse, Editor

Columbia Pike
Neighborhood Plan
http://www.columbiapikeva.us/revitalization-story/columbia-pikeland-use-housing-study/

The latest close to final draft is out for the Columbia Pike
Neighborhood Plan. Why should you care? This plan
will set many of the goals and planning structures impacting our neighborhood for decades to come. Final
comments will be gathered in May with final adoption
by the County Board either June 16 or June 19.
The high level goals:
1. Foster a healthy, diverse community with high quality
of life along the Pike.
2. Stabilize and strengthen single-family and multi-family
continued on page 3

Penrose Neighborhood Calendar
May 12: (Saturday) Penrose vs. Arlington Heights Softball at
Patrick Henry Elementary School field (10:00 am)
May 15: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting—DHS and Arlington County Police (7:30 pm)
June 16: (Saturday) Columbia Pike Blues Festival
June 19: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting—Walter Reed & S. Courthouse Road Concept Plans and
Bike Boulevards (7:30 pm)
July 17: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting—Richmond Update from Del. Lopez (7:30 pm)
Aug 21: (Tues) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting (7:30 pm)
We meet at the Trinity Episcopal Church (Children’s Center entrance)
at the corner of S. Wayne St. and Columbia Pike.

Penrose vs. Arlington Heights Softball Game
Saturday, May 12 (10:00 am – noon)
Patrick Henry Elementary School field
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Towers Park to be Renovated!
The tennis courts at Towers Park came up as some of the
worst in the county, so it’s up for renovation as part of
the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for the county. Funding will be provided by CIP with a rough estimate of approximately $1M.
• The tennis courts practice boards will be moved away
from the dog park to the other side to help with noise
buffering for the neighborhood.
• Courts will have expanded space in between the playing areas, with a small shelter for seating.
• Fountains for both the dog park and the tennis area

703-280-1719
phughes1967@gmail.com
www.rebuildwarehouse.org






will be replaced with frost-free facilities.
• Lights compliant with dark night friendly requirements will be installed.
• A bike trail to connect Washington Boulevard will
be routed along the park, which will require some
adjustments with placement of the renovated facilities.
The parking area will not be expanded, nor will the
playground area be upgraded at this time.
Check out the Parks in Design site for the latest plans:
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ParksRecreation/
scripts/planning/ParksRecreationScriptsPlanningInDesign.
aspx n

PAPILLON CYCLES
Bicycle Sales & Service
Giant Bicycles
Clothing • Accessories
Used Bicycles

ReBuild promotes reuse and recycling of quality used building
materials at discounted prices
Area’s largest supplier and installer of reclaimed oak flooring
Periodic Specials - Complete kitchens, lumber, appliances
Trains at-risk workers in green collar jobs
Offers environmental sustainability workshops
A tax deductible community nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

2809 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204
Bailey Garfield

(703) 920-9494

You Don't Have to Interview the
#1 Remodeler in Arlington... But...

Why Wouldn't You?
For a larger Graph image
and more information
about the Graph, visit our
website at
www.CookBros.org/Penrose
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Columbia Pike Neighborhood Plan
continued from page 1

neighborhoods and support established concepts
of vibrant, economically-strong mixed-use commercial centers.
3. Improve the existing housing stock and expand
housing options to achieve a housing mix that
serves diverse households, preserves affordability for current and future residents, and supports
the adopted housing goals and targets and the
CP initiative.
4. Create a safe, pedestrian-friendly and multimodal corridor with attractive and tree-lined
streetscapes and seamless linkages between
neighborhoods, and to the commercial centers,
public spaces, and the region.
5. Preserve neighborhood character, historic buildings, and tree canopy.
6. Enhance urban design and architectural features
to improve the Pike’s identity and maintain compatible transitions between the neighborhoods
and commercial centers.
7. Incorporate sustainable, energy efficient, “green”
neighborhood and building design principles.
Some of the items raised during the various groups
include spreading affordable housing throughout
Arlington County, not just centered at Columbia
Pike or South Arlington only. New streets are proposed through the backside of Penrose neighborhood between Courthouse Road and Rolfe—assuming a parcel of property gets redeveloped.

Signing up for Neighborhood listserv
Want to hear about breaking news in the neighborhood, get references for contractors, and other helpful info?
Sign up for the Penrose yahoo listserv. You need
a free yahoo email account, but you can set it up
to forward messages to your regular email address. The Yahoo site has past postings available
for browsing, as well.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/penrose/ n
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Fillmore Gardens is identified as an “essential” site
on the County’s Historical Register and is shown
preserved. A portion of the Fillmore Gardens site
is located outside of the Pike Neighborhoods Plan
study area and is part of one of the Revitalization
District Nodes. This portion of the site may be redeveloped under the existing form-based code.
Please be sure to check out the recent proposed options for Fillmore Gardens presented at the FormBased Code working group last year. You can see
a section closer to Columbia Pike being developed,
including various height impacts with 6 or 8 stories.
The drawings provide a sense of scale and shift
possible if the area gets redeveloped.
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/CPHD/forums/
columbia/pdf/file79419.pdf n
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DHS’s Good Neighbor Policy Aims
to Minimize Impact on Penrose
Arlington’s Department of Human Services (DHS) has
been headquartered in Sequoia Plaza since relocating
from Clarendon in 2010. The following information
was prepared by DHS in response to the lively discussion
that has been taking place among members of the Penrose Neighborhood.
Arlington’s Department of Human Services has received national recognition for its services, which range from housing
and welfare programs to restaurant inspections to immunizations for children entering school. Mental health and substance abuse programs, foster care, and services for older
adults and people with disabilities also fall under the DHS
umbrella.
In a typical day, DHS might receive nearly 500 visitors. Recognizing the potential impact this could have on the surrounding area, the department takes its responsibilities to the
neighborhood seriously.
For DHS, being a “good neighbor” in the Penrose community
means:
• Safety first!
– Sequoia Plaza security guards make rounds from 7
a.m. to 11 p.m. each weekday. Rounds cover the entire facility, including an average of 10 visits to the
bus stop each day. Security staff report that they have
never been called upon to take action to address inappropriate behavior.
• Green and clean!
– The bus stop on Uhle St. was added when DHS
moved to Sequoia. It is the seventh highest used ART
bus stop in the County, with three routes serving approximately 550 riders each weekday.
– Given the high use, trash is sometimes found in the
area. Cigarette butts are left on the sidewalk, trash
is left on the outside rim of the can, and paper and
other lightweight debris are sometimes found under
the bench at the bus stop.
– Sequoia Plaza property management company Foulger-Pratt has a daytime custodian clean its property
near the bus stop twice each weekday.
– County staff has contracted to clean the bus shelter
structure monthly.
– County staff empty recycling and trash receptacles at
this location five times per week. If receptacles need
to be emptied, residents can call 703-228-6570 to request special pickups.
• Loitering and panhandling: Taking appropriate action
– There are no anti-loitering laws in Arlington, and it
is not illegal to ask for money. However, if someone
is on private property and the owner wants him to
leave, police can remove the individual if he does not
comply with the owner’s request.
– At the nearby 7-Eleven, the manager reported that she
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has asked individuals to leave after observing them
ask customers for money. She has called the police
for help when needed for suspected shoplifting or unwanted loitering, and will continue to do so.
– DHS staff has been checking the bus stop three to four
times daily this winter to see if loitering is an issue,
and has encountered only bus riders. ART drivers also
reported that they have not encountered loitering at
the bus stop.
– DHS staff has not been able to corroborate instances
of people unable to find their way back home after
leaving Sequoia Plaza. Customers who have difficulty
with independent travel normally work closely with
case mangers and use private transportation, including special bus services like Diamond Transportation.
• What you can do
– If you are in danger, witness a crime, or encounter
suspicious behavior call 9-1-1 immediately.
– Use the non-emergency line to contact Arlington
County Police about other matters: 703-558-2222.
– If the bus stop trash and recycling containers are full,
call 703-228-6570.
– If you have questions about the Department of Human Services please call the Director’s Office at 703228-1790.
The Department of Human Services’ move to Sequoia Plaza
has been a success financially and programmatically, and the
central-Arlington location has provided better access for the
many individuals who benefit from DHS programs and services. DHS looks forward to working with neighborhood representatives, transit officials and the Sequoia Plaza property
managers to ensure that the agency is a good Penrose neighbor for many years to come. n

Washington Blvd. & Columbia
Pike Bridge Starting!
VDOT provided an update for the pending bridge replacement at the Carver Community Center on Tuesday, March 20.
Detours across Route 27 / Washington Boulevard are coming Spring 2012 to Summer 2012. The area under the bridge
will be closed off on weekends. Folks at the meeting warned
VDOT to be sure to open the area no later than 3:15 because
of Hoffman-Boston schedule with kids being picked up via
cars and buses heading out of the area.
In 2013, streetlights will be added at Rolfe and the ramp closer to the Sheraton. The Westhampton Mews area will be facing a large sound wall to comply with federal requirements.
Sign up for the Penrose listserv and the Bridge email notifications so you know when to avoid the area. The VDOT site has
detailed maps and links to noise abatement information.
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/
route_27-244_interchange.asp n
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Neighbor Profile:

Desiree Fairooz, Children’s Librarian
by Jennie Rothschild

Library Program
Schedule:
Wednesdays, 4:00 pm

Trying to find the perfect book for a young reader can be a challenge.
Luckily, the Penrose neighborhood has Desiree Fairooz, the children’s
librarian at the Columbia Pike Branch of Arlington Public Libraries.
Ms. Desiree (as the kids call her) grew up in Los Angeles. She majored in
Latin American Studies at UCLA and studied abroad in Mexico City. Before
becoming a librarian, she had a career with Mexicana airlines and as an ESL/Bilingual Educational
elementary school teacher. When not at the library, she enjoys traveling, salsa dancing, hiking,
biking, peace and justice activism and, of course, reading!
Some of her favorite books for kids include picture books by Denise Fleming, Nancy Tafuri, Eric
Carle, David Catrow, Lois Ehlert, Todd Parr, and Barbara Kerley. She loves fairy tales illustrated by
Jane Ray or Jerry Pinkney, folktales retold by Elizabeth Laird, animals and environmental stories by
Lynn Cherry, biographies by Demi, and poetry by Shel Silverstein and Jorge Argueta. Ms. Desiree
recommends chapter books by Pam Munoz-Ryan, Julia Alvarez, Brian Selznick and Jacqueline
Woodson. For nonfiction, everything by National Geographic Kids and DK Witness is a winner.
She especially loves anything and everything by Kadir Nelson. She loves recommending books to
readers and learning about books from customers.
When the Columbia Pike branch is closed on Thursdays, Ms. Desiree takes the library to the community. She visits five classes at the Career Center’s daycare every week and, once a month, she
visits the WIC office at DHS. She goes to Patrick Henry Elementary School to see the Extended
Day kindergartners and in the fall has a Caldecott Club for 5th graders. That’s just the regularly
scheduled stuff! Local schools often invite her for classroom visits and to special events, such as
Literacy Night or the Multicultural Parent Workshop. She even offers a special story time at the
Penrose Square Giant.

Drop-in Storytime: Fairies, Fables,
and Funny Folktales
Grades K-5
Fridays, 10:30 am
Drop-in Storytime: Baby Steps
Ages 0-12 month
Saturdays, 10:30 am
Drop-in Storytime: Over Twos
Ages 2-5
First and Third Tuesdays,
4:30 pm
Paws to Read
Grades K-5
call to reserve a time-slot,
(703) 228-5710
Seasonal Storytime at
Penrose Square Giant
Wednesday April 18, 10:30am
Wednesday May 9, 10:30am

Of course, lots of things are happening at the library itself. Ms. Desiree offers weekly drop-in storytimes for babies, preschoolers, and
kids grades K-5. On the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, the library has their Paws to Read program, where elementary school students read to a trained therapy dog. Studies show that reading to a therapy dog, who listens and won’t correct or laugh at mistakes,
boosts reading ability. Call the library to schedule an appointment.
In addition to English and Spanish, Ms. Desiree is learning American Sign Language, Amharic, Arabic, and Italian and loves practicing
with library customers. She’s always looking for people to teach her a phrase or two in other languages.
Ms. Desiree hopes everyone will stop by and say “hi!” n

Columbia Pike Streetcar Updates
The February Penrose meeting was a lively Q&A session for the latest news and options
for public transit along Columbia Pike. The articulated bus, which is significantly longer
than the current WMATA buses we see on the road, handles almost as many people as a
street car. Initial development cost for articulated buses are approximately $50m in 2015
vs. $242 - $261m for the streetcar. Operating costs will be approximately the same. Arlington County staff continue to promote the streetcar, including a recent announcement
of an Arlington County position for the streetcar director. The Federal Transportation
Agency (FTA) requires the exploration of multiple options.
Some of the reasons behind the increasing estimates include additional work required on
the 4 Mile Run Bridge due to the heavier weight and natural area requirements, additional
right-of-way issues, 2 more streetcars, larger maintenance facility. However, crossing or
turn around areas along the path still do not exist due to additional cost. For example, if
a streetcar breaks down in front of Arlington Cinema Drafthouse, the streetcar will have
to be pushed to either the end of the line near Pentagon Row or the other proposed end
of Jefferson / Rt 7.

http://www.piketransit.com/downloads/February_Community_Group_
Presentation-021612.pdf n
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Trinity Episcopal Church:
A Different Episcopal Experience

Please support our advertisers!
Tell them that you saw their ad
in our Penrose newsletter!

2217 Columbia Pike
at the corner of S. Wayne St.

Arlington VA

Services:
8:00 am and 10:30 am Sundays
Parking:

available on weekends at B. M. Smith garage
across from the church (off S. Wayne St.)
	
  

We  Welcome  Everyone  
www.trinitychurcharlington.org
703-920-7077
Trinity is pleased to host the monthly meetings
of the Penrose Neighborhood Association
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Invasive, Dangerous or
Helpful?

For more information visit <http://www.armn.org>
Poison ivy can be spotted by the old adage of leaves of 3, leave it be.

5 leaves? It could be Virginia Creeper which is a native plant, providing shelter
Be on the look for English Ivy that can and food for critters.
choke and kill trees.
Don’t have your own yard? Penrose Park, Towers Park, and Butler Holmes Park could
What looks like a lovely little green plant can all use some periodic help with the ivy and other weed problems. It’s a free work out
actually strangle trees, accelerate rot, attract plan! But, watch out for poison ivy, especially on the hill at Penrose Park. n
mosquitoes and cause mature trees to fall down
during storms. Thankfully we as a community
can fight back!

INVASVE:
English Ivy

Protect your trees, landscaping investments and
home by cutting ivy away from your trees following these steps:
• Use garden clippers to cut ivy at the bottom,
around the entire trunk of infested trees.
• Pull all ivy out of the ground around the base
of the tree, making a 2-foot “life saver ring”
around the tree.
• Once cut, leave ivy on the tree. Do not pull it
off because it could strip off bark and harm
the tree. Ivy will gradually blend into the tree
bark after it is cut.

DC-Area Housing Market Ranks
Among Nation's Strongest; Housing
Affordability At All-Time High
Metropolitan Regional Information
Systems (MRIS) data shows the DC-area
housing market improved over last year:
*Inventory is down more than 25%
(currently representing a three month
supply—the lowest in seven years)
*Purchase contracts are up 11%
*Foreclosures are down 67.2%
*Average price is up 4.46% overall
*A market forecast by real estate statistical
analyst Veros suggests that the local
market will grow at 2.9% in 2012, and
places the DC-area at #3 in its "Projected
Five Strongest Markets."
*New Census Bureau data shows that
Washington, DC ranks fourth on a list of
most affluent cities. And, ten of the richest
counties in the US, with highest median
household income, are in the DC-region—
five in Maryland and five in Virginia.
Loudon (VA), Fairfax (VA) and Howard
(MD) Counties come in first, second and
third for the nation.
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Helpful:
Virginia Creeper

Dangerous: Poison Ivy
11 High Cost Home Inspection Traps
You Should Know About Weeks
Before Listing Your Home For Sale
According to industry experts, there are over 33
physical problems that will come under
scrutiny during a home inspection when your
home is for sale. A special report identifies the
most common of these problems, and what you
should know about them before you list your
home for sale - not after.
Casey O'Neal
Whether you own an old home or newer one,
Associate Broker
there are a number of things that can fall short
703-217-9090
of requirements during a home inspection. If
RE/MAX
Allegiance
not identified and dealt with, any of these items
could cost your dearly in terms of repair. That's
www.caseyoneal.com
why it's critical that you read this report before
you list your home. If you wait until after you
FREE Notary
list your home for sale and the home inspector
Service for Penrose
flags these issues for the buyer, you could
Residents!
experience costly expenses which can delay the
For
a FREE list of
closing of your home sale or, worse, turn
Handyman Specials visit
prospective buyers away altogether.

Knowing what you're looking for can help
prevent little problems from growing into
Real estate Tips for
costly and unmanageable ones.
selling your home:
To help homesellers deal with this issue before 
their home is listed for sale our free report is

titled "11 Things You Need to Know to Pass

Your Home Inspection". Contact me for a

FREE copy!
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To advertise in the newsletter, contact Judy Morse at
703-521-0595 or by email at judy@judymorse.com.
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For editorial and original articles, please contact
Stef Pryor by email at penrosepres@yahoo.com.
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For up-to-date information,
visit Penrose on the web at:
http://www.on-the-pike.com/penrose
Subscribe to the Penrose email list at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/penrose

Penrose Neighborhood Association Membership Form
Yearly dues: $20/family or $10/one-adult household per calendar year
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________ ST ___________ Zip___________________
Phone: Home _________________________________Work______________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________
o New

o Renewal

o $20 family

o $10/one-adult household

o Additional support for Penrose Neighborhood

$_______________

o $20 Business/Associative

I would like to help my neighborhood by becoming involved in the following areas:

o Newsletter production o Newsletter distribution o Committee _________________________
o Neighborhood conservation o Social/Picnic Organization o Other

Make checks payable to “Penrose Neighborhood Association”
Mail to: Mike Ewing, Treasurer, 717 S. Veitch St., Arlington, VA 22204
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