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Newsletter of the Penrose Neighborhood Association

Free Trees (and Planting)!
by Margaret Alvord

The Tree Canopy Fund Program (TCF) is back for 2013!
You have an opportunity to receive free planted trees on
your property and help Penrose restore some green and
wildlife habitat. Sadly, Penrose has less than 14% tree
canopy according to 2011 info and we are probably now
under 10% in 2013.

Judy Morse, Editor

What are those funnylooking red bikes?

Here is what you need to know to obtain a free tree: The
trees must be planted on private property (houses, apartment buildings, condos, churches); you select a tree(s)
from a large variety of beautiful shade trees (26 different
tall/wide trees and 9 small trees) based on your available
space and overhead wires and type of soil.
There are trees for brilliant fall color, evergreens such as
magnolias and hollies, and flowering trees like the redbuds and dogwoods. Please contact our Penrose coordinator Margaret Alvord of Veitch Street for help with your
tree selection and to register at alvordstraubs@verizon.
net or leave a message at 703-892-5221. You will be
continued on page 7

Penrose Neighborhood Calendar
May 21: (Tue) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting, Presentation from Arlington County Zoning Office (7:30
pm)
May 22: (Wed) Arlington County Neighborhood Town Hall
at Harvey Hall Community Center, 850 S. Greenbriar St.
(6:46–9:00 pm)
June 15: (Sat) Columbia Pike Blues Festival
June 18: (Tue) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting, Legislative Update from Del. Alfonso Lopez (7:30 pm)
June 29: (Sat) Softball game: Penrose vs. Arlington Heights,
at Patrick Henry field (time TBD)
July 14: (Sun) Softball game: Penrose vs. Arlington Heights,
at Patrick Henry field (time TBD)
July 16: (Tue) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting (7:30 pm)
Aug 20: (Tue) Penrose Neighborhood Assn. Monthly Meeting (7:30 pm)
We meet at the Trinity Episcopal Church (Children’s
Center entrance) at the corner of S. Wayne St. and
Columbia Pike.
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Capital Bikeshare has come to Columbia Pike!
Capital Bikeshare is a short-term bicycle rental program
–members can grab a bike at any Bikeshare station and
then return it to any other Bikeshare station. Trips under
30 minutes are included free with membership, longer
trips incur additional charges.
Capital Bikeshare is great for extending the reach of other modes of transit—many people ride Bikeshare bikes
from stations near their home to stations near Metro
stops and then complete their trip on Metro. Others enjoy being able to ride their bicycle for a trip without
having to worry about finding a secure place to lock up
their personal bike while they are there.
Stations are already operational at Columbia Pike &
South Courthouse Road and at Walter Reed Community Center. Additional stations along the Columbia Pike
Corridor including stations near the Sequia Office Complex, the Career Center and the Columbia Pike Farmer’s
Market are expected to be operational by the end of
Summer.
If you want to try it out, 1-day and 3-day passes can be
purchased with a credit card at any station. Get your
monthly or yearly memberships—available online at
http://capitalbikeshare.com/ n
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What is Neighborhood Conservation?
The Neighborhood Conservation (NC) Program is
a unique program through Arlington County that
provides funding for a variety of capital improvement projects. Improvements include installation of
sidewalks, curbs and gutters, streetlights, park improvements, neighborhood art, and beautification.

a natural, meditative area.
At our April 2013 meeting, the neighborhood voted
to advance two new projects for funding through
the Neighborhood Conservation program.
The first priority project is a beautification and pedestrian safety project at the intersection of 2nd St

S. Wise St.

Neighborhood Conservation
in Penrose

The NC program has provided the funding to install the Penrose Neighborhood signs, upgrade the
equipment at Penrose Park, upgrade the equipment and Butler Holmes Park and improve the
Streetscape on South Wayne Street between Columbia Pike and 8th St.
Current Status
Phase II of Butler Holmes Park has been approved
by the County Board for funding. The county park
designer for our project expects to go over plans
for Phase II with the neighborhood sometime this
Fall. Phase II will include playground equipment
for younger children, re-grading the open field and
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and Wayne / Uhle (near the 7-11). It would remove
a small, redundant section of Uhle St and turn it into
a mini-park (potentially with a bio-retention/storm
water filtration feature). This would also eliminate
a street crossing for pedestrians walking along 2nd
Street which has been of concern for many years.
The second priority project is Streetlights along
Rolfe Street between Columbia Pike and 9th St and
along 9th near Rolfe – this has been a long-standing
request by residents in that area.
Two other streetlight projects were considered for
this funding round, but only two can be advanced
for funding at any time.
Going Forward
The new projects we have submitted will slowly accrue points over time and when they make it to the
top of the list they will get funded and constructed.
If our Neighborhood Conservation Plan were more
recently updated, we would get a number of bonus
points which would move our projects up much
faster. Updating the NC is plan is very rewarding
(you get to shape the neighborhood for years to
come) but a lot of effort. If you are interested in
helping with updating the plan (or learning more
about what is involved), please email penrosepres@
yahoo.com n
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Penrose Park: Our trees have
flowering ribbons?
by Stef Pryor

Penrose Park’s saplings have sprouted quite the mix of orange
and white ribbons on the hillside between Courthouse, 6th and
Wayne Streets. The orange denotes a wide variety of native trees
that sprouted naturally, while the white tags show recent additions by Arlington County’s landscape unit. Neighborhood volunteers have devoted over 200 hours over multiple days to pull ivy
and other invasive species to open the area for new plantings.
To help expand the extent and diversity of our remnant woodlands, picnic tables were pulled closer to the sidewalk to reduce
compaction to the ground and the tree roots. The grills will be reinstalled later this spring/summer, further away from the younger
trees.
The goal of all of the work is to restore and enhance our natural
area along the hillside from one edge of the park to the other.
In their preliminary work with the community on this restoration
project, the County tagged all existing native trees and found
numerous species already populating the area. Large clusters of
sassafras and basswood trees were found, as well as new seedlings of oak, maple, cherry and locust. Additional native species,
such as American hollies, ironwood, as well as additional oaks
were planted by the County. Hornbeam trees were planted along

the sidewalk entering the park so as to provide shade along this
pathway. These trees will grow up to 30’ and provide food for
birds.
Penrose Park was a swamp just a few decades ago. Long Branch
Creek tributary flowed through above ground, until it was piped
underground approximately 40 years ago. Now, you can only see
the creek on the backside of Navy facility hillside and to the edge
of Washington Boulevard. That original swamp is why we have
the large sycamore trees along Wayne Street. It is also why we
have a large grate near the picnic tables to help with constant
drainage needed to keep the playground dry.

What can you do to assist?
We are looking for volunteers to post tree information routinely
on the park kiosk, such as leaf identification and listing of critters who live in the trees from groups like Arbor Day Foundation
and the Virginia Native Species group. This information will help
teach folks who visit the park about the diversity of species ranging from beech, sassafras, iron wood, linden, basswood, to the
dreaded poison ivy.
Help out during a scheduled ivy pull or pull some ivy on your
own. Be careful of the middle section – poison ivy was identified
and sprayed in multiple locations. If pulling ivy, be sure to wear
long sleeve shirts, gloves and long pants. Unfortunately, a few
folks ended up with native poison ivy during recent ivy pulls.
County staff has sprayed herbicide, plus tagged what they identicontinued on page 7
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You Don't Have to Interview the
#1 Remodeler in Arlington... But...

Why Wouldn't You?
For a larger Graph image
and more information
about the Graph, visit our
website at
www.CookBros.org/Penrose

The market in the Washington DC
Metro area has been moving well so far
this year. Buyer traffic slowed slightly
in July (which is typical for the season)
after five straight months of higher than
average activity. Overall in Arlington
County prices have improved as
inventory remains low. Sales prices for
single family homes are up 6.67% from
this time last year, while the 22204 zip
code is up 1% from one year ago.
Buyer demand remains strong due to
low housing inventories, high rental
prices and incredible interest rates.
If you are in the market to buy or sell
it’s a great time for with stable prices
and with interest rates as low as they
are, the overall affordability is still
excellent. The most popular loan is
FHA, currently at 3.25% for a 30 year
fixed rate loan up to $729,750, only
3.5% down payment!
Conventional mortgage rates are at
3.5% for loans up to $417,000.
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Here is a snapshot of the 2012 closed
sales in Penrose to date per MRIS (our
realtor’s multiple listing service).

Address
List Price Sold Price
706 Barton St $450,000 $455,000
401 Adams St $530,000 $515,000
$595,000 $595,000
2509 3rd St
401 Fillmore $559,900 $559,900
704 Adams St $499,900 $499,900
2701 1st Rd. $549,000 $549,000
800 Adams St $1,050,000 $1,010,000
$489,000 $489,000
2510 2nd St
$620,000 $620,000
2901 2nd St
507 Veitch St $385,000 $392,000
$524,000 $524,000
2513 4th St
323 Adams St $604,900 $597,500
400 Veitch St $399,000 $425,000

BR Bath
4 2
4 2
4 2
4 2.5
3 1.5
3 2.5
5 4.5
3 2
4 2.5
2 2
3 1
3 2
2 2

The sold properties averaged 51 days
on the market with an average seller
subsidy of $2,796. The average list
price is $558,131, average sold price is
$556,292 on the year to date sales.

Casey O'Neal
Associate Broker
703-217-9090
RE/MAX Allegiance
www.caseyoneal.com

FREE Notary

Service for Penrose
Residents!

For a FREE list of
Handyman Specials visit
www.novafixuphomes.com
Real estate Tips for
selling your home:
www.HighestHomePrice.com

Looking to sell in the near future?
Contract me for a FREE report on How
to Get the Price You Want (and Need). Have a real estate question
or need? Give me a call!
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Drafting a New Form-Based Code for Columbia Pike
Shape the next 30 years of development on Columbia Pike…
Arlington is in the midst of drafting a new Form-based Code for Columbia Pike and needs your input! This
new zoning ordinance will likely shape the majority of multi-family residential development (apartment
buildings, etc.) along the Pike for the next thirty years.
Unlike a traditional zoning ordinance, a Form-based code actually regulates details about the shape and style
of the buildings including materials used, percentage of walls that can be windows, types of roofline, even
placement of stoops, columns and doors.
Signs you may want to weigh in on the new Form-based code:
• You think the architecture of the new building along Columbia Pike is too uniform.
• You think the architecture of the new buildings along Columbia Pike is too varied.
• You think new development that abuts historically significant areas like Barcroft apartments should
not be required to look similar to those historical buildings.
• You think requiring the first floor of townhouses to be at least 3’ above ground level unnecessarily
limits accessibility.
• You think requiring some new parks to be at least 60% pavement is simply too much pavement.
All of these areas (and more) are covered by the new Form-based Code.
To review the current draft of the Form-based Code and submit comments, go to http://bit.ly/pikeplan. n
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Making Walter Reed and Courthouse Complete Streets
Changes are coming soon to Walter Reed Drive and South Courthouse Road. As part of the Arlington
County Complete Streets program, improvements will be constructed to improve safety and convenience
for pedestrians, cyclists and transit users on those minor arterials.

Walter Reed will receive improvements between 5th Street
and Columbia Pike:
• Wider sidewalks and landscape strips in front of the
Columbia Pike Library
• ADA-accessible ramps at all crossings
• New marked crosswalks at 5th St, 6th St and 9th St
• Curb nubs at several intersections to shorten the pedestrian crossing distance
• The intersections at 5th St and 6th St will be re-aligned
and tightened-up, slowing vehicles as they turn, and
shortening the crossing distance for pedestrians
• At the neighborhood’s request, the 6th St intersection
will not be realigned enough to impact the trees in the
existing median as was originally planned
• The intersections at 8th St and 9th St will be simplified,
reducing confusion and eliminating the need for pedestrians to cross the Fillmore Gardens parking exits
• A HAWK signal at the intersection of 9th St for cyclists
trying to cross Walter Reed Drive
Page 6

Courthouse Road will receive improvements between 2nd
Street and Columbia Pike:
• ADA-accessible ramps at all crossings
• New marked crosswalks at 9th St, 6th St, 5th St and 4th
St
• Curb nubs at several intersections to shorten the pedestrian crossing distance
• South-bound bike lanes from 6th St to Columbia Pike
• North-bound bike lanes from Columbia Pike to just beyond 8th St
• “Sharrows” from 8th St to 2nd St
• Bus nubs at several bus stations to speed up bus service
The Complete Streets program is funded by proceeds from
the county vehicle decal fee. Construction is expected
to occur this Fall. For details of the project designs go to
http://bit.ly/courthouserd and http://bit.ly/walterreed
n

Please support our advertisers!
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Looking for a
church that
feels like
coming
home?

Try Trinity Episcopal Church:
A Different Episcopal Church
where everyone is welcome
to come as they are!

Your Penrose portrait photographer
is now taking appointments

Services: Sundays, 8 a.m and 10:30 a.m.
2217 Columbia Pike at corner of S. Wayne St.
Parking available after 5 pm and on weekends at B.M.
Smith Garage, across from the church, on S. Wayne.
Nursing Care available: 9:30 am to 12 noon
Visit us on Facebook and at www.trinitychurcharlington.org

Portraits • Families • Couples • Pets • Glamour • Outdoor

Penrose Park…
continued from page 3

Trinity is pleased to host the monthly meetings of
Penrose Neighborhood Association.

Free Trees (and Planting)!
continued from page 1

fied with bright orange paint. Please be sure to keep children out
of the area in the middle of the hillside. Throw everything into
the washing machine immediately and take a shower when you
are finished. It is a great, and free, workout! The park property
lines are surprisingly close to the house on the hill, extend to the
wooden fence on one side, and the chain link fence on the other.

asked to commit to watering and caring for your new
tree and that the tree location is ready for planting (i.e.,
old dead trees or stumps removed by Oct. 2012 so the
site is ready for replanting in 2013). The deadline is June
21st, so don’t miss this opportunity!

Not sure about the ivy? Then dig out the liriope on either side of
the sidewalk near the top of the hill. It removes all moisture from
the ground and provides a haven for mosquitoes.

Renters of houses-please contact your landlord and ask if
they would like to participate!

Over the coming year, we will need additional volunteers to help
dig holes and plant more trees. Trade off with neighbors to water
the saplings throughout the year. This saves county resources,
especially needed these days to stretch park funding as far as it
possibly can go.
Beyond Penrose Park, we have many different street trees, both
old and recently planted. Adopt a tree near your home to weed
and water. For those who live in apartments and miss digging in
the dirt, it is a great opportunity to help a tree and help yourself.
The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The next best
time is now. ~Chinese Proverb
Let us not become: “Suburbia is where the developer bulldozes
out the trees, then names the streets after them.” ~Bill Vaughan
n
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Awards are made in September and most trees will be
planted from October to December.

For more details find the 2013 Tree Canopy Fund Application Procedure and download the forms at
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org/community-action/trees/
n

Sign up for Neighborhood listserv
Want to hear about breaking news in the neighborhood, get references for contractors, and other helpful
info?
Sign up for the Penrose yahoo listserv. You need a free
yahoo email account, but you can set it up to forward
messages to your regular email address. The Yahoo
site has past postings available for browsing, as well.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/penrose/ n
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To advertise in the newsletter, contact Judy Morse at
703-521-0595 or by email at judy@judymorse.com.
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For editorial and original articles, please contact
Chris Slatt by email at penrosepres@yahoo.com.
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For up-to-date information,
visit Penrose on the web at:
http://www.penroseneighborhood.org
Subscribe to the Penrose email list at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/penrose

Penrose Neighborhood Association Membership Form
Yearly dues: $20/family or $10/one-adult household per calendar year
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________ ST ___________ Zip___________________
Phone: Home _________________________________Work______________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________
o New

o Renewal

o $20 family

o $10/one-adult household

o Additional support for Penrose Neighborhood

$_______________

o $20 Business/Associative

I would like to help my neighborhood by becoming involved in the following areas:

o Newsletter production o Newsletter distribution o Committee _________________________
o Neighborhood conservation o Social/Picnic Organization o Other

Make checks payable to “Penrose Neighborhood Association”
Mail to: Amanda Griffin, Treasurer, 204 S. Courthouse Rd., Arlington, VA 22204
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